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Abstract. “Historical memory” is the most important component of self-identification of 

a person, a social group and society as a whole. 

Historical memory can help people affected by a terrible past feel that society is fully 

aware of their pain, condemns the actions that caused this pain, and gives some confidence that 

such actions will not be repeated in the future. 

When the bearers of historical memory die, historical memory naturally changes, 

revisiting and rethinking the facts of the past. Some details disappear forever, while others, on 

the contrary, expand and are added under the influence of today's reality. 

We remember Abkhazia and all the memories, and while I am there, my memory will 

exist, but when I and my generation are gone, the memory will also disappear. Although I tell 

my children a lot about Abkhazia, what I remember and experience is a completely different 

perception, and therefore I consider it necessary while I and the representatives of the previous 

generation are still alive and doing this. Historical memory, document as much as possible. 

The initiative of certain groups of the population of Abkhazia was to create an interactive 

map on which one could mark their house and download information about the people living in 

this house, thereby giving an opportunity to generations not born and not raised in Abkhazia. 

To have an idea of where and how their ancestors lived. It will be especially good if the return 

to Abkhazia does not take place during our lifetime (I hope) and that future generations know 

about their heritage and history.  
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Historical or collective memory is the way in which people construct specific narratives 

about historical periods. This means that people tell stories from the past, but they change as 

information is learned. That is why it is important to create an oral history archive, as well as a 



turizmis seqcia – Tourism Section 

102 
 

folk virtual family museum, so that after we, the dead and displaced people of Abkhazia, and 

our previous generation, the historical memory does not completely disappear. 

The concepts of “history” and “historical memory” are not synonymous, as it may seem 

at first glance. The study of history aims at the most accurate reflection of the past, the most 

objective description of events, presenting their causes and clarifying the patterns and results 

of the historical process. Historical memory is primarily related to the oral tradition of 

information transmission, it is always subjective, related to a specific individual or social group. 

The memory, which keeps the events of the past in its slot, reproduces this information with the 

help of imagination, awakened feelings, sensations, facts of the present. These processes are 

closely related.  

In the 1920s, the French sociologist and philosopher Maurice Halbwachs was the first to 

talk about “collective memory”. His central thesis states - very emphatically - that every society 

creates the past it needs to imagine itself. The past is used as a reservoir of symbols, signs, 

“eternal” truths, from which collective memory selects reference points that create an identity 

to base society's current and future goals on. According to Jan Assmann, based on Halbwachs, 

collective identity emerges from this shared memory: “The sense of social belonging that we 

call 'collective identity' is based on the sharing of common knowledge and common memory”. 

Collective memory is based on the continuous production of forms of representation. 

Certain narratives and icons are always subject to reproduction and formation. 

This form of memory takes on a collective character in the process of oral exchange. The 

second form of collective memory that Assman identifies are concrete, materialized, and solid 

objects separate from everyday life, such as texts and monuments. Ian Assman also developed 

the concept of cultural memory [1]. 

According to the American sociologist Eviathar Zerubavel, collective memory is 

common to families, ethnic groups, nations, and other mnemonic entities. Collective memory 

is not a simple collection of personal reminiscences of members of a community. It includes 

memories common to all members of the community as a group. 

J. According to Werch, collective memory is a memory that is conditioned by various 

stories, narratives, primarily of a historical nature. Relevant texts (annals, chronicles, school 

books, etc.) are considered tools of collective memory [2]. 

When the witnesses of historical events die, the historical memory naturally changes, the 

facts of the past are re-examined and interpreted. Some details disappear forever, while others, 

on the contrary, expand, adding shadows of present reality... Thus, unlike history as scientific 

knowledge of the past, historical memory is a resource that connects time. Historical memory 

is the most important component of the self-identification of an individual, a social group and 
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society as a whole, because the separation of animated images of the historical past is a type of 

memory that is of particular importance for the integration of social groups. The growth of 

interest in one's own past, which is observed in modern society, is explained precisely by the 

desire to “identify” historical memory. 

It is very important to celebrate holidays and dates related to important historical events, 

because these events are given symbolic importance. 

History usually begins at the moment when tradition ends, when social memory fades or 

collapses. As long as the memory continues to exist, there is no need to record it in writing or 

fix it in any way at all. Therefore, the need to write the history of a particular period, society, 

and even a person only arises when they have already gone so far into the past that we have 

little chance of finding many witnesses around us who retain any memory of them. 

Unlike historical science, collective memory is not a detailed reconstruction of facts. 

Rather, “common memory” relies on central codes, places, archetypes, myths, festivals, and 

rituals that largely ignore historical differentiation. “It feeds on vague, mixed, global and 

inseparable memories, special or symbolic, which can transfer, disappear, cut and project in 

any way (...) and makes the memory sacred”, explains the French historian Pierre Nora [3].  

It's very painful, emotionally charged, and exhausting, with accompanying shifts in 

collective memory that tend to reflect highly subjective memories and often distance themselves 

from the larger story. If individual experiences are not taken into account, or if they are too 

quickly transferred to more general experiences, then there is a risk that important opportunities 

for the process of social integration remain untapped. 

The victims of gross violations of human rights, atrocities such as genocide, wars and 

ethnic cleansing are not easily forgotten or forgiven. However, historical memory is not just 

memory: when we preserve memory, it means that we remember well or do not allow ourselves 

to forget the horrors of the past. 

When the preservation of historical memory is organized at the public and official level 

by state bodies, it often happens that people remember what they themselves have not 

experienced. Victims do not need such artificial reminders: they usually cannot forget the bitter 

experience. Official commemoration is usually organized so that other members of society and 

those not directly affected are informed about what happened and publicly acknowledge the 

suffering of the victims [4]. 

No human right is directly related to the preservation of historical memory, but the types 

of events that society deems necessary to remember are almost always associated with a fact 

that affects a certain group of people. 
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We remember wars mostly where civilians and combatants die. We remember the cases 

of ethnic cleansing not only because it was a systematic violation of human rights, but because 

these violations were directed against certain groups and without any justification, these groups 

were treated inhumanely [5]. 

After the war, the country's infrastructure is damaged, the provision of refugees fleeing 

ethnic cleansing exceeds the country's existing capacity, and the number of victims of the 

original tragedy is increasing. 

When horrific events are given official status that society must never forget, then the 

survivors or victims of those events may experience some satisfaction in the public 

acknowledgment that what happened was wrong. They may also have some hope that they will 

no longer be seen as groups of individuals whose rights may again be violated. Unfortunately, 

many people in the world have not received even this small satisfaction: the number of terrible 

events that society does not remember far exceeds the number that we acknowledge and 

celebrate. 

I remember Abkhazia, my home and the places where I grew up, and as long as I am 

there, my memory will exist, but when my generation and I are gone, our memory will 

disappear. Although I talk to my children a lot about Abkhazia, but I hear and what I experience 

are completely different perceptions, and that's why I think that it is necessary, as long as I and 

the representatives of the previous generation are still alive and carry this historical memory, to 

document it as much as possible. 

The connection between historical memory and human rights is essential both for 

assessing the past and for the future. Tragic events caused by both human action and inaction 

deserve our remembrance and respect for past victims who died or were injured. But just as 

important is the forward-looking aspect of memory, which is too often pushed into the 

background when it comes to the need to acknowledge one's own role in the causes of these 

terrible events. 

I think it is important to have a meeting place where displaced people can come at any 

time and share their pain and experiences with each other. Unfortunately, the topic of Abkhazia 

is slowly being forgotten, it is not often discussed in political circles, and if we, the 

representatives of this area, do not try to voice this topic and do nothing so that this topic is not 

forgotten, maybe we will share the same fate as the residents of other territories in the recent 

past. 

The inclusion of the historical memory resource in the socio-cultural circulation is an 

important task. The leading role is assigned to cultural management bodies to perform the 

coordination function. 
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It is interesting to create an archive of oral history (records of memories of city and village 

residents, oral information); as well as a folk virtual family museum (an interactive resource 

that will make it possible to present materials on the history of families on the site; any family 

(with the help of specialists) will be able to create their own virtual exposition on this resource). 

There was an initiative by individual groups of the Abkhazian population to create an 

interactive map where it would be possible to mark one's house and upload information about 

the people living in that house, which would enable virtually generations who were not born 

and raised in Abkhazia to have an idea of where and how they lived. their ancestors. This will 

be good especially if our return to Abkhazia does not happen in our lifetime and future 

generations will know about their property. But this activity needs some financing. 

I hope that we will be able to return to Abkhazia and share our historical memory with 

future generations. 

Conclusion. Historical memory is “the most important component of the self-

identification of an individual, a social group and society as a whole, because the separation of 

animated images of the historical past is a type of memory that is of particular importance for 

the integration of social groups...”. 

When the bearers of historical memory die, historical memory naturally changes, the facts 

of the past are re-examined and interpreted. Some details disappear forever, while others, on 

the contrary, expand, adding the influence of today's reality. 

We remember Abkhazia and all the memories, and as long as I am there, my memory will 

exist, but when my generation and I are gone, our memory will disappear. Although I talk to 

my children a lot about Abkhazia, what I hear and what I experience are completely different 

perceptions, and that's why I think that it is necessary, as long as I and the representatives of 

the previous generation are still alive and carry this historical memory, to document it as much 

as possible. 

There was an initiative by individual groups of the Abkhazian population to create an 

interactive map where it would be possible to mark one's house and upload information about 

the people living in that house, making it possible virtually for generations who were not born 

and raised in Abkhazia to have an idea of where and how they lived. their ancestors. This will 

be good especially if our return to Abkhazia in our lifetime (I hope we will) will not happen 

and future generations will know about their property. 
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